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A report of the measures edopted by this camp to prevent the
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CED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

REPORT OF MEASURES ADOPTED TO PREVENT

THE SPREAD OF INFLUENZA AT

CAMP CRANE, ALLENTOWN, PA,

On September 21, 1918, before any cas

es of influenza had appeared in

this camp, the Commending Officer issued a memorendum to the Camp Surgeon,

the Senitary Officer and the Camp Quarterma
prevalence of an epidemic of "Spanish Influ
throughout the country (See enclosure No. 1
Camp gurgeon and the Sanitary Officer worki
covering the early detection of communicabl
tary regulations and the protective value o

ster, calling attention to the
enza" in the cantonments and

)o In compliance therewith, the
ng together submitted a plan

e illnesses, preventative sani-
f personal hygiene (See en-

closure No. 2). Embodying the suggestions herein contained, three mimeo-

graphed forms were issued on September 25,
5). Copies of Form #1 headed "The Early Det

1918 (See enclosure Nos. 3,4 and
ection and Treatment of Mild

Illnesses Among the Men of Your Commend" were distributed among the officers
in charge of troops. The other forms were placed on the bulletin boards in the

barrecks, in the Y.M.C.A., Mess Hsll and co

nspicuous places ebout camp.

On September 26, 1918 four cases of influenza developed in this camp,

three among officers recently arrived from
was known to be present and one in the case

neighboring camps where influenza
of a private who lived at home

outside the camp. No cases of influenza had been reported to the local

Board of Health from the city of Allentown

September 27, 1918, quarantine restrictions

enclosure No. 6).

et this time. The following day,
were placed upon the Camp (See

Because of the small size of the Command at the beginning of the epidemic

the men were so distributed that 100 square

feet of floor space were allowed

for each man. The cubicle was not used. Instead the heads of the cots were

placed in the same direction end the shelte
ing effects of the cubicle were obtained wi
tent with ventilation.

In the Mess Hall the men sat on one si
nmess-kits were washed in two changes of wat
a trough containing hot soap suds and then
spigots. The temperature averaging about 1
kitchen police reported at the Infirmary ea
and the application of an antiseptic spray
symptoms of respiratory infection or with t
in isolation.

r-halves so hung that the protecte
thout interfering to the same ex-

de of the tables, only. The

er. They were first dipped in

rinsed in water flowing from

40° F. The cooks, bakers, barbers and
ch morning at 9:30 for examination

to the nose and throat. Men with
emperatures above normal were placed

In the beginning of the epidemic Medical Officers arriving at the Camp
were sent to the Surgeon for examinetion and cultures from the nose and throat.,

Aweiting the culture: returns, they were iso

lated. Later, owing to the diffi-

culty of recovéring the influenze becillus by culture in known ceses of in-
fluenza, only those showing symptoms of respiratory infection or having tem-
peratures above normal were isolated. Incoming troops were examined and treat-
ed the same except that nose and threoat cultures were not made.
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Influenza casss were sent to the Allentown Hospital Annex, designed for
contagious cases, and later to the Main building when:the:Annex was filled.
Doubtful ceses in which a diagnosis could not at once be made were put in an
observation barracks in the camp and in charge of Medical Officers. The men
were separated by canvas screens and sheets and were messed from a trailer
kitchen placed near the building. Upon confirmstion of the diagnosis of in-
fluenze, these cases were then sent to the Allentown Hospitel. Convalescents
from the hospital, after four days of normal temperature, in the uncompli-
cated influenzas were returned to the same observation barracks end there left
six deys longer or until free from symptoms. At no time did the sick have
less than 100 square feet of floor space per man either in the hospital or in
the observation berracks. Protecting screens were about each bed snd 2ll
aettendants, Medical Officers, nurses snd orderlies wore masks while with the
sick. The used masks were frequently washed and sterilized.

The relstively high proportion of cases among the officers (See chart #1)
is due, probably, to the fact that many caeme here from camps where the digesse
prevailed or from the surrounding towns where they were sent to essist the
local physicians in treating the epidemic. Many entered the camp ill. Two
members of the Hospital steff contracted influenza, one by coming in contact
with a case before the nature of the illmess was recognized and one while at

iy Fort MoHenry, Md. where he had gone in charge of a patient.

i Troops arriving during the epidemic frequently had men among them ill.
tWithin twenty-four hours of the arrival of one group of 50 men from Roge
4Polytechnical School of Indians, 26 men were reported sick with influenza.

A The clinicel features in the epidemic presented no marked varioetions
from those observed in this epidemic in other parts of the country. It is felt,
however, that the bacteriological findings being at variance with those of most
observers, present some features of interest. (See Enclosure No. T)e

Percentages of influenzas, pneumonies, empyemss end deaths as follows:
(a) Mean strength of Command during epidenic......2171
(b) Total Influenzas...348 or..u.................16% (Of command)
(O) Tota.l:Pneumoniaa... 51 or.....................14-%(of Influenzai)
(d) Total Deathsn..... 12 Orooncoonc00000000.000123% (Of Pneumonia')

(e) Total'Empyemas..... 3 or-.-.................. G% (Of Pneumonias)
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: Camp Crane,
Encl. 1, Allentovn, Pa .

September 21,1918

Memo, To the Cemp Surgeon, oanitary Officer and the Quartermsster:

In view of the reported prevalence in various cantonments
of so-called "Spanish Influenza" or grippe, it behooves us to institute
and enforce every proper and reasonable precaution, having in view the
prevention if possible, of the introduction of this disease within this
camp .

The Commending Officer has little faith in the transmission
of this infection by means of the air, but he does believe most strongly
in transmission by contact. Contact may occur by means of clothing ,
handkerchiefs, eating and drinking utensils, and especially from fine
particles of salive or secretion disseminated in the immediate vicinity
of an infected person by coughing and sneezing. There must be also taken
into sericus consideration the question of infection being conveyed by
means of dust where the seeretion, having lodged on floors or elsewhere,
becomes dry and is blown about.

In view of the above as outlined the three named officers
will submit a plan for the approvel of the Commanding Officer with the
subject of prevention in mind, and should, as is quite probable the case,
isolated infectioms occur in camp, institute without delay such restrict=
ive measures as will be practical.

In addition to the proper cleansing of all eating and drink-
ing utensils; prohibiting the use of towels by more than one nerson, the
abolition of all common drinking cups, and the necessity for thorough and
continuous oiling of floors to prevent dust within the barracks and other
baildings, a constantly maintained watch of ventilation(especially at night),
and the spreading out of the men(which can be easily accomplished at the
present time due to the limited number of men in camp) should all be con-
sidered.

The ourgeon will bear in mind the necessity for early observation
of all so-called colds, especially where there is evidence of marked pros-
tration and sudden elevation of temperature, and a mimeographed sheet of in-
structions given to all of these patients, advising them of the great risk
of sneezing and coughing in the presence of others without protecting the
mouth and nose with handkerchief,

Special attention will be paid to all men engaged in the prepar=-
ation and serving of food,

As an additional precaution a receptacle will be placed in the en-
trance halls of all barracks wherein there will be constantly maintained a
solution of some of the cresols or other approved germicides, in which those
suffering from colds will be instructed to soak their handkerchiefs previous
to washing, the necessary warning in the way of poison signs, etc., to be
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‘placed thereon.

The sbove suggestions are offered for consideration, and
you will make such additions thereto as in your judgement will prove effec~

tive .
Richard Slee
Lieut. Col. M.C.U.S.A.
Commanding.

s L]

Copy to Major Martin
Copy to Majer Shute
Copy to Capt. Bramble.

Copy to file.
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