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HISTORY OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT.
B by
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From the inception of the camp in June 1917, when it was first oce
cupied by the United States Army Ambulance Service, until May, the following year,
Richard Slee, Major, 1.C.U.S.A,, was Sanitary Officer of the camp. In March, 1918,
Captain Furman R. Shute, M.C. U.S.A., (since then commissioned a Major ) became the
Assistant Sanitary Officer and in May of the same year became Senitary Officer of
Camp Crane rel®aving Major Slee, now a Lieutenant Colonel in the lledical Corps, who
then became the Commanding Officer of this Post.

The Fair Grounds, as it was known before being used as a camp, had
not been occupied since the Fair the previous season and was in very poor con=
dition. The ground was very much grown up in weeds, gutters were not cleaned out,
paths were not laid out and surface drainage was not in the best of conditions. The
Camp was filled up rapidly and, of course, it was a big problem to provide adequate
sanitry conditions for the incoming men. As sufficient toilet facilities were not
available in the original buildings - there were two large toilets in the east end
under the Grand-stand and one small one in the west end - it was necessary to con-
struct many latrines which were arranged for and constructed until ample toilet
facilities were provided. It was some consideration to construct these latrines in
a csmp which is situated so close to the city - in fact, it is practically a part
of it = without having some objections raised. But I might say in comment that to
the best of our knowledge there never was the slightest complaint made; in fact, many
times inquiry was made by the visitors as to what so many little "tents™ were snd upon
being informed they were toilets expressed their surprise and astonishment. They could=-
nt believe nor understand how it was possible to conduct such toilets withou® their
emitting any odors. The reason for this was that the latrines were fallowed up and
peliced regularly and carefully treated in a svstematic manner and according to a def=-
inite plan, and always kept in the best sanitary condition thereby giving no just cause

for any complaint whate-so-ever.
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The development of the eamp was so rapid that it was an impossibility
to house all of the men in the old or permanent buildings of the Fair Associstion and
new buildings were erected. With th; construction of new buildings the problem of light
and heat came into consideration. A large Heating Plant was constructed, consisting of
three very large boilers with pipes running the length and bresdth of the entire camp,
connecting the boilers with the various buildings and thereby furnishing sufficient heat

and at the same time maintaining a uniform temperature all over the camp. These large

boilers were considered the Central Heating Flant of the camp.

In the laying of the pipes and the construction of the buildings much
disorder was caused. 4 great deal of the camp ground had to be broken up, naturally, and
for a time it looked as thouzh the entire ground was nothing but one line of trenches =
more like No Man's Land than Every Man's Land. This condition existed thru-out the cold
winter months when, owing to the frost in the ground, it was impossible to properly
grade and drain the surface. In the spring of 1918 when the frost began to ooze from
the ground permitting thereby the proper grading and draining of the camp the entire camp
was gone over: Gutters were constructed to carry off the drainage, paths were layed out,
grass was sown and cinders placed on the paths adding thereby very materially to the com=
fort in getting about the grounds as well as improvirng the sanitary conditions by car-

rying off the water and eliminating the md.

The next thing that came into consideration and brought to the at-
tention of the Sanitary Officer was the comfort of the men. Everything possible was
done to mske things as pleasant for the men as was possible under the conditicns.
Shower baths were established in some of the buildings and with the inaugurstion of our
hesting plant were connected by steam heat and hot water pipes =zm khxk with the plant
so that, whereas the men could use only cold water before they could now use both cold
and hot water. The showers were constructed of a sufficient size and capacity to permit

possibly two hundred (200) men at a time. They were placed in a building which had been
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used as a Cow Barn during the Fairs held on these grounds in previous years. Ve con-
structed a concrete floor in;this building with gutters on either side for the draine
age so that the baths, as well as the building, might be in as sanitary condition as
possible thereby making it an ideal shower-room for the soldiers. In addition to the
showers two large toilets, each with accomodations for forty (40) seats, wash-troughs,
and urinals,were constructed. Hot water and steam heat connections were at once made
with these making the toilets as comfortable as possible and also improving toilet
facilities. Then came the light to add cheer to the men. A system of electric lights
was installed and wires were connected with each building, both the old or permsnent
buildings and with the newly erected ones. Each building has somewheres a switch and
can turn the tights on or off independently of the other buildings.

With the influx of more men and the increasing of the number of build-
ings there was a proportionate increase in each facility. At first additionzl shower
baths were constructed in one or two of the new buildings. Soon after that toilets
were installed and hot water, steam heat and electric connections made with the main
source thereby making each building as complete as possible and at the same time keep-

ing our sanit:ry conditions sbove criticism.

Our efforts to make things as sanitary as possible would have amounted
to nausght had we not turned our attention to the General -ess Hall with its two (2)
kitchens. The Mess Hall is in that part of the huilding situsted under the Grand-
stand and has, as we mentioned previously, two kitchens = a east and west end kitchen.
These kiichens are placed one on either end of the large halle. The floor of this lMess
hall as wedl as those of the kitchens were actually a "mess". All of the floors were
of concrete but they had not been properly laid and the drainage was incomplete. This
was altered when during the Christmas holidays of 1917 both kitchens were cleaned out

and the old floors broken up snd torn out and a new floor of concrete laid instead.
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used as a Cow Barn during the previocus Fairs held on these groundse. In this building we:
constructed a concrete fl '
Y




The new floors were laid with sufficient pitch or drop to permit the proper drainage of

both kitchens. At the point of drainage of these kitchens a type known as a Garage Drain
was placed. This drain could be clesned out without lettinz any of the waste zo thru and
thereby block up the drainage of both halls. In the rear of the liess Hall on the Grand-

stand side where the garbage was collected a concrete basin was constructed with two (2)
drains of the same type as those used in the kitches (Garage Drain) with running water

available to keep these properly cleaned out all of the time.

Much annoyance and trouble was caused by the drain of the General liess Hall.
This was during the early part of the camp days when thru the insufficient pitch or drop
in the drain which ran lcngitudinally thru the center of the Hall drainage was incomplete.
This drain receives an occasional drain from the surface and runs longitudirally across
the Mess Hall. The outlet of this drain was originally connected with the sewerage lines
which ran south of the liess Hall, as was alsc the drain connecting the east kitchens.
There is a sewerage line running north and south right under the Hall a few feet west of
the east kitchen. At the point where this line was connected with the east kitchen a
manhole was left and the drain from the center of the Mess Hall was connected with this
line lezving another manhole at the junction and making the same very accessible for pro=-
per cleaning. In addition to this method of access to the drain thru the center of the
lless Hall at the upper end or west end of the drain connection was made from the water
line supply so that, if necessary, the full water pressure could be turned into this
line = 2 stopcock being placed very accessible - and on cleaning the lless Hall a suf-
ficient flow of water could be sent thru to prevent any of the sediment from remsining
in the line owing to insufficient drop. After these corrections had been carefully com-
pleted the interior of the hall was still further renovated by keeping the kitchens and
Hall proper well scrubbed and cleaned and white-washed. A Compo Board was placed over the

ceiling helping still further to improve the sanitary conditions. After 2ll this was done

and in use a still greater step towards proper sanitation was made when an individual
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sutonatic hot water heating system was installed in the west end of the Mess Hall. This
new sppliance was so constructed that it was connected up with two (2) troughs each of
forty (40) feet in length and three (3) feet in width and arranged so that after the
soldiers' less Kit was properly washed it was scalded in hot running water. This was
not only the quickest way of cleaning the less Kits but it also did sway with the old
system of drying by towels for the hot scalding water would almost, if not entirely,

dry the lless Kits.

Most of the construcion work done in the camp was started in the spring of
1918 when the warm weather permitted. The ground was dry and could be essily broken up
for additional pipes or drainage lines. It was also in the spring of 1918 that another
advance in the comfort for the men was made. At that time the shower rooms placed in
Buildipg To. 18 (what was previously called a Cow Barn) were heated ;nd received their
hot water supply from the Central Heating rlant consisting of the three large boilers.
In order to give that room more heat than any of the other buildings and at the same time
prepsre for warm weather when the Centrsl Heating Plant would, perhsps, be shut off, a
separate hot water plant was installed. This consisted of ®ne large boiler that furnished
all of the heat and hot water supply necessary in that particular building. In this way
the steam thst ordinsrily went thru so many more feet of pipes was diverted and sent to
other buildings increasing the temperature and keeping the buildings in a very good san-

itary condition.

With the coming of warm weather came the fly and the mosquito. Immedistely
the Sanitary Department got te work to find means for preventing their breeding and the
possible spreading of contagious diseases. Fly swatters, fly paper, fly tape and other
contrivances were used and judiciously employed with success and the fly was exterminated.
Pools of water were always drained off and other means taken . The accummlation of waste
ha.s always been eliminated to avoid the possible breeding of the fly and mosquito. The

catch basins, manholes and sinks have all been carefully inspected al various intervals
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and always kept in zood sanitary condition. The Inverted Siphon drain, which is part of
the drain of the Uval, hed not been properly drained. This drain is under the subway
leading from BLiberty Street into the Oval. It was thoroughly cleaned out and flushed
and has been in good condition since that time = the spring of 1918.

A "sink" which provides for the surface drainage was soon afterward con=
structed in the east end of the Uval and through that all of the east end of the camp
is working very satisfactorily. The work of constructing this "sink" was not as easy
as it appeared st the first thought. The hardest part, perhaps, of the entire pro=-
position was to find a suitable place to construct this "sink". And when this was found
2 series of blasting operations was begun. At first things came along rather smoothly
when suddenly rocks and s tones of all sizes and shapes were struck. Then the resl work

of blasting began. Deeper and deeper intc the heart of the earth we went until we finally

came to a suitable landing place to sink the "sink". Then we blasted little channels

for the drainage lines which connect the drains with this "sink". Now this same "sink"
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that caused us so much hard work is working splendidly and no trouble has ever been ex-
perienced therefvom. Before passing it might be mentioned that the drsinage in this
vicinity is all taken care of by "sinks" or subdraining channels as no sewersge system

is available excepling for a surface or rain water sewerage system.

The leading fscbor of the camp is the roadway. Previous to the incepticn
of the camp there were few good roads and even those few were too poor to permit their
being permanent. After being used for so long a time most of the roads were nothing
but mere beds of mud and had to be resurfacede In this instance, the Sanitary and the
uartermaster Department got together and with the expenditure of a considersble amount
of money reconstructed all of the roads. They were re-surfaced and hardened and channel=-
ed on either side for proper drainsge. Many new roads were built and constructed in the

most sanitary manner and the most expedient way.
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Last, but not least, a little discussion on the Flu Epidemic which raged
21l over the country during the early Fall of 1918. This camp was fortunate in having
a very low sick rate during thsat period when so many of our bsloved ones were dying
daily. Sanitary measures of all sorts and means were at once brought intoc operation
and enforced. Regular and systematic inspectionof men was immediately started and as soon
as any soldier was suspected of having the Flu he was at once ordered to report to the
Camp Surgeon and on his finding any abnormal conditions the patient was at once isolated
and treated. Men so isolated were closely observed and as soon as any definite symptoms
developed they were still further isolated and treated. This brought all se;ious cases
of Influenza in one place and the incipient cases in snother. Shelter-halves were placed
between each cot thereby separating one bed from the other and doinz away with any possibl
danger of contagion. The Barracks were policed each morning, noon and evening when all
the men were out. The detsail who did the poélicing all wore masks for protection and had
81l the windows wide open for prover airing. The floors ﬁere kept well oiled and all

other sanitary conditions and precautions attended to.

Mach credit for all the good work done by the Sanitary Depsriment is due,
though, to many of the Commissioned and non-Commissioned officers of this camp who gave
their energies towards making this camp as healthy a place to live in as possible. There
have Teen many able assistants to the Sanitary Officer during the existance of this carp.
Most of these officers are still in the camp; the others will still be remembered by the
men in camp. Among them we find Nhjor}Jo;aan, then a Captain, CaptainiChamberlain,

:, M ' & a1 A sl
Captain;éiteﬁan, Captsein Toms, Lt. L.G.Smith, Lt;?gﬁfiey and still others who will be

remembered as having been on duty in this line of work. At the present time Captain

Sydney E. Pateman is Assistant Sanitary Officer of the Camp.
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