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With stqnning effect the order of
State Health Commissioner Royer
directing tbe closing of all places of
amusementi and 'saloons was received
in this clty and vicinily last night
and while the orderiwas not welcome
by any means elther to the owners of
these places or to the patrons, steps
were taken to put the order into oper-
ation at once. ‘

The order was not unexpected in
high official circles in this city for the
drift of things had been that wWay for
| several days, buf that the order should
' be made stat&mde came as the big-
gest surprise. !

1t has béen kjown that government
officials who arg assigned to duty at
the Bethlehem Steel. Works have been
strong in their demand that a quaran-
tine be establisfed in this sectiqn for
the protection ¢f the workers at the
Bethlehem Steel Company plant and
{ securing a sieady stream of munitions
to Europe. H

There have béen many conferences
i recently of oﬂ]qmls both in this city
1 and Bethlehem relative to the matter.
| At one of these‘on Tuesday, Dr. A, J.
i Lanza, now attached to the U. S. Pub-
lic Health Service, met with city coun-
cil and announced the desira that Al-
lentown, Bethlehemw gnd ISaston, be
quarantined in the- interest of the
| Bethlehem Steel workers and the
| check of any possible apread of Span-
{sh influenza. No action was taken
by the Allentown council and Mayor
Reichenbach wal decidedly opposed to
the move, clalnfmg that the sltuation
here did not \irm'ant such drnstic
measures.

Therg wers ﬁlrther conferences in
Bethlehem on Tueridu.} and Wednes-
day and \mt(rda} forenooun there was
a meeting in Dethlchem attended by
Mayor Johnsto i of Dethlehem, Dr.
| Lanza, Brig. Gergerax T. (. Dickson, in
charge of gme\ﬂnm(-nt work at Beth-
lehem, and oLhog stecl and government

ﬂcmlx\ Dr. J.4T. Butz, health offlcer

\ this clity, rr’mfm(*mml Allenlown.

Thn meeting mesterday was attend-
ed by Dr. II. I'. Royer, the state health
commissioner. The entire question
| was carefully gone over. The govern-
| ment officials were .strongly for clos-
1 ing up everything, including schools
and churches. Dr. Royer opposed the
latter unless local health
decided. I{ie contended
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Uypon arrivgl of [the news .in this
cltyli it was quick ' spread and ithe:
newspaper offices were importuned foi
the jtext of th{e ordgr.

The Orphe\]m THeatre managam nt
recéived word frony its:Harrisburg bf
ficeiordering the clgsing of the theal
until further nouc?' and the sen
away of all-acts.- All ‘moving pictu
theaires closed their doors with
last; show last nighit. |

The hotel and sgloon keepers wqre
in &' quanddry as fo‘the meaning |of
the word “forthwith.”' Some of them
lntemreted it{to mean’ that when they
cloged up lagt night their places laf
business uhou d not[again be recrpened.
Others contefided fhat until they ro-v
ceive officinl jhoticy tHe order {a° not’
effective. ‘\In}ny cosulted their attor-
neys;and it ig probpble that some wul
open this: morwing
¢

The proprigtors [of soda tountalns
were much iorrigd but it does not
appear that i‘lhiﬁ g?-oup of business i

included.
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order. It meansg
plans for meeungs_
to bé conductled in(the interest of the:
loan; will havo to.[be nbandoned and:
the canvass be conducted in a differ-
ent manner. [ All plans virtually: wi
have to be ¢ urmngcd

As to tha .imenging: of the word
“forthwith,” 4s applying to this ces
Dr. J. T.- Buiz -wquld not be quoted.
las{ evening. ‘1le¢ dame back from the,
cecdingg, saying that the matter wsas'
entirely’ in tie hapds of the natlont
meeting vary retigent abcut the pr .
and state authorities.

Uptoa late houlr last night he h g
not. yet recelved g telegram jpuch &
the telegraphlc repprt stated had been
sent to every bonrd of health in thé
state. }e announded that he will gubs
mit such order at dnee to a meetingof
city councll, whicl| body is the health
board of this‘ci[y S

The h?nl(h{ boatd” will bo expected *
to carry out the order -at onee.:

@




